
Ballot Levy Explanatory Statement  

 
The proceeds of this levy would allow purchase of The Arch Cape Forest, comprised of 
1,521 acres in the hills directly east of the community, by the Arch Cape Domestic Water 
Supply District. The levy would position the Water District to provide clean, safe, and 
affordable drinking water to Arch Cape residents and visitors, through the creation of a 
working community-owned forest to sustain the rich character and beauty of Oregon’s 
coastal rainforest for generations.  
 
Arch Cape’s drinking water is supplied by Shark and Asbury Creeks in The Arch Cape 
Forest. Over the years, commercial logging has caused muddiness and contaminates that 
have resulted in extended plant production shutdowns and the need to chemically remove 
particulates in order to provide potable drinking water. Pesticides have also been sprayed 
in the watershed. With local ownership, the Arch Cape Domestic Water Supply District 
would control the community forest and be able to better protect our drinking water. 
Within a generation, sustainable harvest of timber could also support the cost of 
producing our water.  
 
The Water District has a sound financial plan to purchase the property and maintain it in 
the long term. The purchase cost is being covered by generous grants from the federal 
government, Clatsop County contributions, individual donations and a State loan. The 
levy will pay off years 1-10 of the loan. Repayment of the loan balance in years 11-20 is 
anticipated with timber revenue and individual donations. Sustainable timber harvest 
would also support ongoing management of the forest. The levy will only be exercised if 
the land is purchased.  
 
There are additional benefits. Arch Cape Forest could also become a recreational & 
educational space. Arch Cape residents would be in charge of the health of the forest. We 
can help protect the community from wildfires very close to our homes. The forest would 
continue to support wildlife. A forest management plan is under development and the 
public is invited to participate.  
 
The levy is 40¢ per $1,000 of taxable assessed value on real property. For example, a 
property owner would pay $40 per year for each $100,000 in assessed value (not real 
market value) each year. For a $300,000 assessed value, the total tax imposed would be 
$120 per year.  
 
For more information, please visit: archcapeforest.org 
 
 
Authorized by Arch Cape Domestic Water Supply District board of directors, 

32065 E. Shingle Mill Ln, Arch Cape, OR  97102 


